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Abstract 

This research explores the contribution made by women towards poverty alleviation through agricultural development and in 

particular the study focuses on Guruve’s Nyangavi Ward 5.  The study explores different activities of agriculture being done by 

women in the case study area, ranging from crop to animal husbandry. Drawing analysis from fieldwork interviews, FGDs, 

participant observations and case study analysis the research established that despite facing many challenges women in 

Nyangavi were heavily involved in several agricultural development activities. Such activities contributed in the transformation 

and upliftment of their individual and household livelihoods. The study also observed that the level of agricultural production 

and their efforts to address deep seated societal poverty in Nyangavi ward were also affected by many issues which include lack 

of resources, lack of support from government and the rainfall pattern which sometimes cause mistiming on the part of the 

women farmers.  As a result, most, if not all women in the Nyangavi Ward 5 have remained trapped in the poverty cycle and also 

remain marginalized – at the peripheries of mainstream economic development.   The study concludes by offering policy 

interventionist strategies that might be harnessed by different stakeholders in improving the situation of women farmers in 

Nyangavi ward 5 areas in Guruve. The study also observed that women are critical agents of economic change and local 

development if they receive adequate empowerment as informed by the Nyangavi case study. 
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